PARKS
DIVISION

The global pandemic has underscored that neighborhood parks are
crucial to a community’s quality of life. During this crisis, people have
turned to their parks like never before—for fresh air, exercise, meditation,
a sense of peace. Research shows that parkland is, indeed, a potent force
for our well-being: numerous scientific studies show the benefits of
nature for both physical and mental health.
We have seen the impact the last two years has had on the physical, social, and emotional health of
our community under the weight of the pandemic. Addressing needs within the community is urgent
for us, and creating safe spaces for people to go to rejuvenate is critical to everyone's well-being. We
are working to ensure that everyone can experience the same benefits and have access to the same
opportunities to thrive that parks, open spaces, and places to play provide.
- "COVID-19 and Parks and Recreation: Response and Recovery", National Recreation and Park Association

PAGE 4 | ANNUAL REPORT

HEALTH & WELLNESS:
Parks and recreation promotes improved
physical and mental health. This not only helps
people feel better, but also can help lower
medical premiums and insurance costs for
those people taking advantage of available
facilities and activities.

CONSERVATION & RESILIENCY:
Parks and recreation agencies’ protection of
land, water, trees, open spaces and wildlife
improves air and water quality in communities.
Through effective land management methods
and green infrastructure investments, parks and
recreation makes communities more resilient to
natural disasters, reducing disaster recovery
and insurance costs.

THE
ECONOMIC
IMPACT OF
PARKS

PROPERTY VALUES:
Economic research has demonstrated
consistently that homes and properties located
near parklands have higher values than those
located farther away. Higher home values not
only benefit the owners of these properties, but
also add to the tax base of local governments.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:
Parks and recreation improves the quality of life
in communities and benefits the local economic
development of a region. More than 80 percent
of corporate executives responding to a 2019
Area Development Survey rated quality-of-life
features as an important factor when choosing
a location for headquarters, factories, or other
business investments.

VISITOR SPENDING:
Many local park and recreation agency
amenities spur tourism to their respective
locales, generating significant economic
activity, including (but not limited to) increased
sales at local restaurants/bars and hotels.
- National Recreation and Park Association
Economic Impact Study

PARKS ARE NOT PERKS...
THEY ARE ESSENTIAL
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PARKS &
GREEN SPACE
A CITY'S CURB
APPEAL
PARKS PROVIDE A FIRST
IMPRESSION TO WHAT ELSE A
CITY MIGHT HAVE INSIDE AND
ATTRACT NEW TALENT,
INDUSTRY, FAMILIES, TOURISTS,
HOMEBUYERS, AND BUILDERS

TURF & WATER
18
645
24
38
3,600
51
7
9.5

Total Parks
Acres of Park Land
Acres of Medians
Acres of Surface Water
Feet of Shoreline Access
Miles of Edging
Trails
Miles of Trails

AMENITIES
23
20
7
4
4
4
4
2
1
1
1

Playgrounds
Picnic Shelters
Outdoor Tennis & Pickleball Courts
Outdoor Basketball Courts
Sports Complexes
Passive Gardens
Restroom Facilities
Boat Launches
Dog Park
Disc Golf Course
Community Garden

DIVISION INFORMATION
1
.8
11
6

$1.8M
$3.90

2
5

Manager
Administrative Assistant
Full Time Field Staff
Part Time Staff
Annual Budget
Per Month Per Citizen
Certified Playground Safety Inspectors
Commercial Drivers Licenses
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DOWNTOWN
We orchestrate the tree twinkle lights,
hanging baskets, and seasonal decorations.

GO 4TH FESTIVAL
We begin 6 weeks before the festival getting the
lake ready for 40,000 visitors. During the event this
year we spent 640 hours keeping everything safe
and clean.

HOLIDAYS & SPECIAL EVENTS
R.A. Long lights, Lion's Island lights,
decorations on poles, Squirrel Fest, Concerts
at the Lake, and other events. (590 Hours)

WHERE DO
WE SPEND
OUR TIME?
Parks, facilities, medians, right of ways,
bodies of water, special events,
downtown decorations, disaster and
emergency relief, preventative
maintenance, repair, replace, build, and
maintain - we engage in a large part of
the City and keep very busy!
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